Preoperative cervical dilatation for first trimester induced abortion: comparison of two prostaglandin analogues.
The present study compares two methods of local application of prostaglandins prior to surgical abortion in the first trimester. Fifty patients were treated with a vaginal tablet of Gemeprost (E1 analogue); 50 others by the intra-cervical application of PGF2 alpha gel. Gemeprost was found to be superior to the PGF2 alpha gel. Several hypotheses are formulated to explain this observation. The side effects of the two methods are compared and discussed.